128.   NO SETTLEMENT
We reported earlier that negotiations for a settlement were
going on between the Government and Mr. Gandhi. We have
now to announce that they have failed and that satyagraha will
be revived. In this, too, there must be some divine purpose. So
far as we can judge, the revival of the struggle is to our advan-
tage. Had there been a settlement, it would have barely fulfilled
the letter of the terms of the 1911 settlement. The object of the
settlement would have been defeated, for the settlement would
have been honoured only in the letter. The rights of Indians born
in South Africa to enter the Cape would have been safeguarded.
The marriage problem would have been solved and, in theory,
the colour bar would have disappeared. Even this would have been
all right, though it was not likely to have satisfied the community.
Now the Government has placed us under an obligation by not
granting even that much. The real object of our fight must be
to kill the monster of racial prejudice in the heart of the Govern-
ment and the local whites. We feel the presence of this monster in
the Government's administration of the Gold Law in the Trans-
vaal and the new immigrant law, in its insistence on the collec-
tion of the £3 tax from poor, miserable, helpless Indians, and in its
attitude towards our women. The best cure for all this lies, not
in securing the repeal or amendment of the respective laws,
but in rooting out the evil from the heart. There is only one way
to kill the monster and that is to offer ourselves as a sacrifice,
There is no life except through death. Death alone can raise us.
It is the only effective means of persuasion. It is a seal which
leaves a permanent imprint. We will not conquer the whites by
hating them. We can gain no victory by killing them. We may
kill a white in the body, but the monster inside will survive and
multiply. A tree will grow the larger when a branch is cut. It will
be destroyed only if it is pulled out by the roots. In the same way,
we are not concerned with the body of any white, but only with
the evil in his heart. The only effective way of bringing about a
change in his attitude is satyagraha. It is a divine law that even
the most hard-hearted man will melt if he sees his enemy suffer-
ing in innocence. The satyagrahi volunteers to suffer in this
way. There is another remedy, but it is not likely to be adopted.
For the prejudice in the heart of the whites against us, we are partly
responsible. We have several defects, We tell lies and follow

